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Iowa Library Commission 


OBJECT: To aid in the establishment and de- 
velopment of free and other public in the 
State of lowa. 


MEMBERS 
Jonson BricGHaM, Chairman, Des Moines. 
De. WatTzer A. Jessup, Iowa City. 
Acres SAMUELSON, Des Moines. 
Mrs. Jonn Fox Lake, Shenandoah. 
W. R. OrncHarp, Council Bluffs. 
A. M. Devos, Des Moines. 
Mes. D. 8S. Humeston, Albia 


Juuza A. Ropinson, Secretary 

Heian Aren, Reference Librarian. 

Let 8. WILson, Librarian, Traveling Library. 
Orrice—State Historical Building, Des Moines. 
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Regional Conference 
Des Moines 
OCTOBER 12-15, 1932 


States Participating: 
Iowa, Kansas, Minnesota, Nebraska, 
Missouri 











- Challenge 


The Council of the American 
Library Association at its meeting 
in Chicago, December 28-30, adopt- 
ed the following resolution : 

The American Library Associa- 
tion believes that the depression 
offers a challenge to the public 
libraries of America, as it does to 
newspapers, magazines, and other 
agencies for the diffusion of knowl- 
edge. The book supply, reading 
room space and personnel of libra- 
ries are being taxed now as never 
before because of the unprecedent- 
ed number of readers and students. 
Economic insecurity breeds intel- 
lectual unrest, sending many 
thoughtful men and women to 
books, while idleness and lack of 











to Libraries 


funds increase the popularity of 
reading as recreation. The loss of 
a job makes a man think about his 
education equipment for another 
job. 

The American Library Associa- 
tion recognizes the extraordinary 
difficulties brought about by the 
economic situation and, while ad- 
vising all reasonable economy, calls 
upon library trustees to champion 
the cause of the library before ap- 
propriating bodies, pointing a 
the necessity of maintaining, 
spite of all obstacles, those cnmasiad 
services which promote intelligent 
thinking and vocational education 
or re-education, and which help to 
keep up the public morale. 




















District Meetings 
1932 


The places, dates, and chairmen for 
the district meeting for this year are 
given below. 

Southwest—Creston, Tuesday, May 3rd. 

Chairman—Clarice J. Baird, Osceola 
Middlewest—Harlan, Wednesday, May 

4th. Chairman—Blanche I. Hackett, 
Lake City 
Central—Knoxville, Thursday, May 5th. 
Chairman—Mary E. McCoy, In- 
dianola 
Northeast—Charles City, Tuesday, May 
10th. Chairman—Sara Brown, Rein- 
beck 

Middle East—Vinton, Wednesday, May 
llth. Chairman—Helen Morse, Ma- 
quoketa 

Southeast— Washington, 
13th. Chairman—Mrs. 

Millard, Burlington 
Northwest—Alta, Tuesday, May 17th. 

Chairman—Elizabeth Walpole, Storm 

Lake 
North Central—Alden, Thursday, May 

19th. Chairman—Mary E. Kings- 

bury, Hampton 

We trust these will make one meeting 
at least available to all the libraries in 
the state. The nearest meeting or the 
one most convenient to reach may be 
attended and if it is possible to attend 
more than one, we trust many librarians 
will do so. 

Among the subjects which will be dis- 
eussed this year are Books, including 
New Books and The use of older books, 
Rural reading, How can children’s read- 
ing be made to compete with outside 
activities, and The enrichment of adult 
life. 

A problem, on which discussion is de- 
sired, may be given in response to the 
roll call and as many of these as pos- 
sible will be taken up in informal dis- 
cussion. 

An address of a more formal char- 
acter will be included in the afternoon 
program where a speaker can be secured. 

As this is the celebration of Alden’s 
fiftieth anniversary, a special program 
will be presented at this meeting, which 
cannot yet be announced. 

Any suggestions for programs or the 
conduct of these meetings may be sent 


Friday, May 
Cora Poor 


by librarians and trustees to your 

trict chairman or to Miss Robinson, — 
Plans should be made early fons 

tendance at one meeting at | 

the hostess librarian should be pn 4 

in advance that she may be able to make — 

luncheon arrangements for all attend 


~ 





Regional Conference 


The Iowa Library Association m 
for 1932 will take the form of a 
conference in which the librarians of 
Towa will be joined by the librarians of 
the neighboring states of Kansas, Ne 
braska, Minnesota, and Missouri, 

Mr. Spaulding ‘estimates. the attend. 
ance will be six hundred. In any event, 
it will be a large meeting with a fine 
program and an enthusiasm increased 
by the number present. 

The committee in charge rep 
the different associations is as follows: 

E. Joanna Hagey, Iowa Library Asso. 
ciation 

C. P. Baber, Kansas Library ion 
ciation 

Grace Stevers, Minnesota Library As 
sociation 

Sadie T. Kent, Missouri Library Aso 
ciation 

Nellie Wilson, Nebraska Library be 
sociation 

Forrest Spaulding, Des Moines bic: 
lie Library 


Headquarters and Meeting Places 
Fort Des Moines Hotel will be ld ne 
and most of the meetings will be held in 
ballroom of the hotel. Announcement 


be made of any changes. 
The exhibits will be on the — 


as is the ballroom and meeting place. 


Hotels 
Reservations should be made early 
with the hotel and confirmation 
Brown— Without bath, single, $1.50 up; 
bath, single, $2.00 up. =. 
Chamberlain—With bath, single, anil . 
without bath, singie, $1.75. up. a 
Elliott—With bath, single, $1.50 up; w® 
out bath, single, $1.00 up. -— 
Fort Des Moines—All with bath, 
$2.50 up; double, $4.00 up. ae 
Foster—With bath, single, $1.50 up; aes *B 
out bath, single, $1. 00 up. = 
Franklin—All with bath, $1.50 up, 
Trwin—All with bath, single, ee 
double, $2.50 up. 


er? 
Sa , a a 
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New Kirkwood—All with bath, single, $2.50 
up; double, $4.00 up. 

Randolph—With bath, single, $2.00 up; 
with private toilet, single, $1.50 up. 

Rogers—With bath, single, $1.75 up; with- 
out bath, single, $1.25 up. 

Savery—All with bath, single, 
double, $4.00 up. 

Victoria—With bath, single, $2.00 up; with- 
out bath, single, $1.50 up. 

Wellington—With bath, single, $2.00 up; 
without bath, single, $1.50 up. 

Travel Connections 

Railroad lines and connecting branch lines, 

interurban service and busses make Des 


Moines available to all parts of the state. 
This should insure a large attendance. 


2.50 up; 





Message from the President of the 
Iowa Library Association 
The Regional Conference to be held 
in Des Moines next October should be 
an outstanding meeting as we have such 
an excellent example in the splendid 
joint meeting held in St. Paul two years 


With Kansas, Minnesota, Missouri and 
Nebraska joining Iowa we have some of 
the distinguished members of our pro- 
fession in this group of states. 

It will be a privilege for our state to 
act as host so we must make every effort 
possible to have the meeting a success 
in every particular. 

The first and most important thing is 
for librarians, assistants and trustees to 
begin to make plans for next fall. We 
fear that very few from Iowa are going 
to attend the A. L. A. conference in 
New Orleans next month. That should 
make us more eager to come to our 
regional meeting. 

One must have contact with others of 
similar interests and problems else one 
becomes stale and settles in a rut. 

With all the extra patronage that the 
depression and enforced leisure is bring- 
ing libraries it behooves us to be alert 
and well-informed. People will have a 
keener realization of the worth of our 
libraries if we give them books and 
service which will assist them in meeting 

present stress as well as providing 
the literature of recreation and release. 

What better way to get practical ideas 
and inspiration for the work of the com- 
ing year than to attend our regional con- 
ference ? 

—E. Joanna HaGey. 


Iowa Summer Library School 

The Summer Library School will be 
held at the University of Iowa as usual, 
beginning this year on June 13th. Seven 
courses will be offered, including Library 
Administration, Reference Work, Cata- 
loguing, Classification, Book Selection, 
Library Work with Children, and School 
Library Service. The faculty will be as 
follows : 


Emma Felsenthal, Ph.B., B.L.S. (Uni- 
versity of Illinois Library School), 
Acting Director of the Library School 
and Instructor in Reference Work 


Julia A. Robinson (Wisconsin Library 
School), Executive Secretary, Iowa 
Library Commission, Lecturer in Li- 
brary Administration 


Margery Doud (St. Louis Public Library 
School), Chief of Readers’ Advisory 
Service, St. Louis Publie Library, In- 
structor in Book Selection 


Janet Arie, B.A. (University of Illinois 
Library School), Supervisor, School 
Libraries, Cedar Rapids, Instructor in 
Classification and Cataloguing 


Letha M. Davidson (Wisconsin Library 
School), Librarian, Ames Publie Li- 
brary, Instructor in Library Work 
with Children and School Library 
Service 


It is advisable to do in advance as 
much of the reading for the course in 
Book Selection as possible. Anyone de- 
siring the reading list or the bulletin 
which gives detailed information regard- 
ing the school should write to Miss 
Emma _ Felsenthal, Acting Director, 
Summer Library School, State Univer- 
sity of Iowa, Iowa City, Iowa. 





Personals 


Alice A. Davitt, whose home was in Boone 
and who is a graduate of Western Reserve 
University Library School, has accepted the 
position of director of work with children in 
the Racine Public Library. Previous to go- 
ing to Racine, Miss Davitt was employed in 
the Howard Whittemore Memorial Library, 
Naugatuck, Connecticut. 

Gail Stubblefield Tucker, before her mar- 
riage employed in the Cedar Rapids and 
Davenport libraries, is now employed in the 
Albertson Public Library of Orlando, Florida. 
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Iowa Library Association 
Executive Board Meeting 

A meeting of the Executive Board of 
the Iowa Library Association was held 
in the office of the Library Commission 
in Des Moines on December 9th with all 
members present. 

Invitations were received from Sioux 
City and Des Moines to hold the 1932 
meeting at those places. As it had been 
previously voted to meet in Des Moines 


every other year, it was decided to hold | 


the 1932 meeting in Des Moines; also to 
invite the surrounding states to join in 
a regional meeting. 

Places for the district meetings for 
1932 were presented and adopted as 
given elsewhere. Committee appoint- 
ments were made as reported below. 

Committees 
County Library 
Mary E. McCoy, Indianola, Chairman 
Mary F. Parmelee, Library Commission, 
Des Moines 

Mildred Albert, Eldora 
Publicity 

Letha M. Davidson, Ames 

J. Sidney Johnson, Marshalltown 

Mrs. Evelyn Spencer Bray, Grinnell 
Legislative 

A. M. Deyoe, Des Moines, Chairman 

Don Berry, Indianola 

Charles H. Brown, State College, Ames 

Lydia M. Barrette, Mason City 
Membership 

Cornelia Rhynsburger, Musceafine, Chairman 

Lucile Peterson, Estherville 

Mrs, Ruth Tuttle, Spencer 
Program 

E. Joanna Hagey, Cedar Rapids 
Relations to Booksellers and Publishers 

Mae C. Anders, Public Library, Des Moines, 

Chairman 
Ernest Hertzberg, Des Moines 
Callie Wieder, Waterloo 


A. L. A. Conference 

New Orleans, April 25th to 30th 

Information concerning this meeting 
will be found in the A. L. A. Bulletins 
(another reason for joining the A. L. A.) 

Round trip fare from Des Moines is 
given as $56.37—lower berth one way, 
$11.63. 

The Chicago party will leave on the 
Pennsylvania Railroad at 2:00 P. M. 
Saturday, April 23rd, going via Chat- 
tanooga and reaching New Orleans at 








8:00 A. M., Monday, April 25th. 
party will spend Sunday in Chattanoogs 


at an extra cost of $5.00. Iowa peo ie 


may wish to go via Kansas City, 

Interesting post conference trips haye 
been planned as well as sight-seeing trips 
about New Orleans. 

The place is as interesting as 
where A. L. A. meetings have been held 
and the tentative program promise 
good things in that direction, and ab 
together the meeting should attra 
many Iowa librarians and trustees. 

As any trip is made more enjoyable 
by pleasant companionship and that 
those who are going may know of others 
the Secretary of the Library Commission 
suggests that those who are thinking of 
going write her that she may be able t 
put them in communication with other 
who are of the same mind. 





Membership 
Letters have been sent out to the i 
brarians, calling attention to member 
ship for this year and the list following 
is a partial result. 
This year you are not asked to finance 
any demonstration, only to make your- 


self a part of your professional organi 


zation, and to enable the program eom- 
mittee to give you a fine program a 
your meeting this fall. And if they em 
know in advance how much they cm 
spend you will have a better program. 

If your name is not on the list whid 
follows send your dues at once to Elim 
beth Walpole, Treasurer, Public Library, 
Storm Lake, Iowa. - 

Below we give the sections of the 
laws adopted at Des Moines in 
covering the different classes of member- 
ship. 

Section 1. (a) Any trustee, li 


other person interested in library work ® 
become a member of the association, and} 


ee 


entitled to all its privileges on payment a 


nually of dues of $1.00. op 
(b) Libraries may become members op 
the following bases: % 
1. Libraries having 35,000 volumes or mont 
shall pay dues of $10.00 per year. ary 2 
2. Libraries having between ant 
35,000 volumes shall pay dues of 
year. ees 
3. Libraries having less than 15,000 
umes shall pay dues of $2.50 per year. 
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(ec) Publishers, bookbinders, and dealers 

in books and library supplies may become 
members upon payment of dues of $5.00 per 
year. 
; (d) Every member may cast one vote. 
Libraries, institutions, and firms must register 
with the registrar the names of persons au- 
thorized to cast their official vote. 


Memberships for 1932 Paid During or Previ- 
ous to the Cedar Rapids Meeting 
Alford, Mrs. E. T.—Waterloo 
Aamosa Publie Library 
Bliss, Mrs Annette, Staff, 8. U. 
City 
Carpenter, Mrs. H. M., Jr.—Monticello 
Clark, May, Librarian—Dubuque 
Conley, Lillian, Staff—Marshalltown 
Cowre, Annie—Waterloo 
Emmetsburg Publie Library 
Fairman, F. B., Trustee—Humboldt 
Fitzpatrick, Mrs. D, H.—Mason City 
Garfield, Mrs. C. W., Trustee—Humboldt 
Halverson, H., Trustee—Humboldt 
Humboldt Public Library 
Jones, Mrs. Jennie M., Librarian—Waukon 
Kingsbury, Mary E., Librarian—Hampton 
Lindsay, Margaret E., Librarian—Man- 
chester 
MeMurrary, Jessie, Staff—Webster City 
Marshalltown Public Library 
Martin, Elizabeth, Staff—Davenport 
Petersmeyer, A. C., Trustee—Odebolt 
Pinney, Nellie, Librarian—Humboldt 
Schmidt, Mrs. C. O., Trustee—Humboldt 
State University Library—Iowa City 
Story, Alice, Librarian—Marshalltown 
White, Mrs. T. G., Trustee—Humboldt 
Wilson, Lelia S., Librarian—Des Moines 
Wormer, Grace, Acting Director, 8. U. L— 
Towa City 


Memberships Paid Since October, 1931 
Allison Public Library 
Anderson, Constance, Staff—Fort Dodge 
Birdsall, Mrs. Belle B., Librarian—Clarion 
Bowman, Mrs. M. J., Librarian—Clear Lake 
Budde, Elena E., Librarian—Mt. Pleasant 
Clack, Ida, Staff—Clear Lake 
Clear Lake Public Library 
Collins, Angelo, Staff—Fort Dodge 
Datisman, Elsie, Staff—Dubuque 
Davidson, Letha M., Librarian—Ames 
Dubuque Public Library 
Fort Dodge Publie Library 
Franchere, Mabel, Staff—Sioux City 
Grand Junction Publie Library 
Guenther, Martha M., Librarian, P. E. O. 
Library—Mount Pleasant 
Harlow, Mrs. Velma, Librarian—Toledo 
Harragan, Louise, Staff—Dubuque 
Heer, Marguerite, Staff—Dubuque 
Hogan, Harriet, Staff—Dubuque 
Keekley, Mrs. Alice B., Librarian—Malvern 
Kemp, Grace Ethyl—Brooklyn, New York 
Lane, Edith, Staff—Dubuque 
Lee, Mary B., Librarian—Oskaloosa 
Linehan, Mary, Staff—Dubuque 
Malvern Publie Library 
Masonie Library—Cedar Rapids 
Meyer, Adele, Staff—Dubuque 


I.—lIowa 


Millard, Mrs. Cora Poor, Librarian—Bur- 
lington 

Mount Pleasant Publie Library 

Nashua Public Library 

Oskaloosa Public Library 

Pierce, Edith, Staff—Fort Dodge 

Pike, Mildred H., Librarian—Sioux City 

Reinbeck Public Library 

Reu, Elizabeth, Staff—Dubuque 

Sheldon Public Library 

Slevken, Irene, Staff—Dubuque 

Seakup, Mrs. M. M.—Decorah 

Storm Lake Publie Library 

Stuart Publie Library 

White, Mrs. Z. Z., Staff—Storm Lake 

Widmeir, Evelyn, Staff—Dubuque 


Names Received Since Above List Was Sent 


Alderson, Bella, Librarian—Creston 

Barr, Florence, Staff—Webster City 

Brown, Mrs. Jane C., Staff—Webster City 

Burlington Public Library 

Clarion Public Library 

Cloughley, Mrs. Charles, 
Madison 

Crosley, Charlotte E., Librarian—Webster 
City 

Dawson, George H., Trustee—Fort Madison 

Fahey, Richard, Trustee—Fort Madison 

Frailey, J. R., Trustee—Fort Madison 

Greenfield Publie Library 

Kendall Young Public Library 

Laird, Alex, Trustee—Fort Madison 

Newton Public Library 

Patton, Gypsie N., Librarian—Newton 

Paul, Mrs, H., Trustee—Fort Madison 

Primghar Public Library 

Roberts, Mary, Trustee—Fort Madison 

Scherfe, W. A., Trustee—Fort Madison 

Sutherland Publie Library 

Wahrer, Mrs. C. F., Trustee—Fort Madison 

Notice that dues for every member of the 
Fort Madison library board have been re- 
ceived for 1932 and 1933. 


Trustee — Fort 





Round Tables, Cedar 1931 

Reports of the Round Tables held dur- 
ing the Cedar Rapids meeting were not 
given in the account of the meeting in 
the last number of the Quarterly because 
of lack of space. 

Following we give reports of such sec- 
tions as responded to the editor’s re- 
quest : 

and Reference Libraries 

The meeting of this section was given 
over to a view and discussion of the new 
Coe College Library building in which 
the session was held. This proved to be 
of great interest to those in attendance. 
A tour of the building was made first 
under the guidance of Miss Pritchett, li- 
brarian. After this the members assem- 
bled in the seminar room where a dis- 
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cussion of the building and its working 
aspects followed. 
High School 

Miss Griebeling of Newton, in discuss- 
ing the subject, ‘‘ Fitting the library to 
the school,’’ emphasized the importance 
of the library and the responsibility of 
the librarian in the educational program. 

Miss Arie, supervisor of high school 
libraries in Cedar Rapids, gave some 
rather startling facts concerning high 
school students and their use of mag- 
azines. Statistics disclose that far too 
many of our boys and girls seem to pre- 
fer the magazine of inferior quality. 
She said it is up to us as high school 
librarians to create a desire for the best. 

Miss Griffith, history teacher at Wil- 
son Junior High, Cedar Rapids, dis- 
eussed the use of the library from the 
teacher’s viewpoint. After all much of 
the responsibility for the use of the li- 
brary rests with the classroom teacher, 
and it is only with her cooperation that 
the library reaches its highest efficiency. 

**Tastes of the teens’’ was the topic of 
a paper read by Miss Davidson of the 
Ames Public Library. She said that one 
of the things that no one on earth knows 
anything about is ‘‘the tastes of the 
teens.’’ She concluded by saying, ‘‘ They 
are ready to like any book and more 
likely to meet it half-way than they will 
be when they are older. They are sur- 
prisingly tolerant, liking many kinds of 
books, and showing fairness toward char- 
acters which are new to them. They do 
not really hate to read, but they hate 
compulsion and the less we can have of 
that the better. 

They show a quick response to fine- 
ness of character and especially to brav- 
ery wherever they find it. They show 
decidedly that new editions with pictures 
and good print appeal to them. 

Altogether who could ask for a more 
helpful set of symptoms or a pleasanter 
task than helping the teen age to find a 
good book?’’ 

Hospital Librarians 

Twenty-three interested hospital li- 
brarians gathered for this section and 
the following program was given: 

Miss Western, hospital librarian of 
the Cedar Rapids Publie Library, spoke 
on ‘‘Following the Hospital Book- 
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Wagon,’’ being the every day e 
ences of a hospital librarian. Bis id 
Dr. Florence D. Johnston, a Cedar 
Rapids physician, presented a helpful 
talk on ‘‘Convalescence—There ig g 
time to Read,’’ suggesting books for 
various types of convalescents, stressing 
the need of poetry as a soothing pre 

scription to a majority of patients. 

Miss McAhern, director of the school 
of nursing, St. Luke’s Methodist Hospi- 
tal, Cedar Rapids, gave a talk on “Pub 
lie Library Cooperation with Schools of 
Nursing,’’ emphasizing the need of con- 
tact between the library and the school 
and the hospital librarian, and students 
in particular, bringing out the need of 
students for special help along all lines 
of reading in their course of study. 

Following an animated discussion of 
these papers, five-minute reports were 
presented by hospital librarians from 
Burlington, Carroll, Cedar Rapids, Day- 
enport, Des Moines, Dubuque, Mason 
City, Ottumwa, Iowa City, and Sioux 
City. 

At the suggestion of Miss Western of 
Cedar Rapids a motion was passed ask 
ing that the Hospital Librarians seetion 
be made a permanent part of the Iowa 
Library Association. 


Large Libraries 

On the subject of ‘‘The Adolescent 
Reader,’’ Miss Rhynsburger of Musea- 
tine gave some excellent suggestions con- 
cerning book lists and ideas for interest- 
ing readers of this age. The discussion 
at the close of her talk brought out the 
fact that it was most important to have 
fresh, attractive looking books, 
selected and placed where the you 
readers could easily command the aid of 
the library staff in making selections, — 
It was suggested that formal req 
reading lists be avoided if it is 
to make such an arrangement with 
teachers of English in the schools, 

The subject of ‘‘Book Budgets” was 
introduced by Miss Clark of Du +e 
There was a sharp difference of i 
about supplying light fiction im large 
quantities. Some believe that in these 
times of business depression it is ie 
important to supply books that give | inks 
porary release from life’s realities=— 
others that the tax-supported Ii 


+ 
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must now, more than ever, take its stand 
as an educational asset to the community 
and place relatively little stress upon the 
recreational part of its program. 

Miss Sutherland of Clinton talked 
about the activities of the medium-sized 
library. Hampered by a small and 
largely untrained staff and burdened 
with many demands, the library will 
have to select its line of advance and 
hold carefully to its program, if it is to 
gain and hold the confidence of the 
publie. 

Miss Canon of Council Bluffs brought 
home the need for greater watchfulness 
on the part of the staff in keeping out 
of circulation mutilated, marked, and 
shabby books if a respect for public li- 
brary books is to be expected from the 
borrower. She also indicated the need 
for enlisting the aid of teachers in a 
campaign of education so that the pupils 
should acquire a sense of responsibility 
for carrying out reasonable library rules. 

That mechanical charging systems can 
play a part in checking carelessness by 
borrowers was shown by Mrs. Gordon 
when she gave an account of her experi- 
ences in using the Dickman charging 
machine. That an aid to accuracy in 
charging books is much needed was evi- 
deneed in the discussion which followed 
which led to a number of those present 
attending, at the close of the meeting, 
a demonstration of the Gaylord electric 
charging machine. 

Trustees 

No report having been received from 
the Trustees’ Section, a list of those 
present is given as it may be of interest 
to trustees not present to see who attends 
these meetings. 

Mrs. W. E. Andre, Cedar Rapids 

Mrs. W. F. Bishop, Muscatine 

Mrs. Paul Barry, Muscatine 

Mrs, O. P. Myers, Newton 

Mrs. C. W. Cloughly, Fort Madison 

Mary J. Robers, Fort Madison 

Mrs. Harold W. Paul, Fort Madison 

Mrs, E. M. Carr, Manchester 

Mrs. Charles O. Schmidt, Humboldt 

Grace Roberts, Mount Pleasant 

Mrs. D. 8. Humeston, Albia 

Mrs. H. J. Rhynsburger, Pella 

Mrs. H. M. Carpenter, Jr., Monticello 

Josephine Jones Freeman, Independence 

William Stipe, Clarinda 

William Engelke, New Hampton 

Mrs. Herbert Adams, Dubuque 

Mrs. T. G. White, Humboldt 


Treasurer's Report 
October 19, 1930—October 31, 1931 
Balance on hand, October 19, 1930 $1,529.50 


RECEIPTS 
Libraries at $10.00. .$180.00 
Libraries at $5.00... 65.00 
Libraries at $2.50... 162.50 
Librarians at $1.00.. 51.00 
Librarian at $2.00... 2.00 
Staff memb. at $1.00. 134.00 
Staff member at $2.00 2.00 
Trustees at $1.00... 101.00 
Trustees at $2.00... 18.00 
Int. citizens at $1.00 15.00 
Int. citizens at $2.00 36.00 


$ 766.50 
Additional memberships received 


at meeting oe Te 173.50 


$ 940.00 
Donations and other sources: 
Wallace Publishing 


Company ws aeeeee $100.00 
Iowa Summer Schoo! 


Association 50.00 
Meredith Publishing 

Company 75.00 
Mrs. Herbert Adams... 25.00 
Mr. Johnson Brigham.. 100.00 
Black Hawk County 


Anonymous 


Black Hawk County 
Schools 


Miscellaneous sources... 

Exhibit space sold to 
publishers at I. L. A. 
meeting 


1,051.65 
1,991.65 
$3,521.15 


EXPENDITURES 
Books Black Hawk Co... .$932.93 
Book car 
Expense on book car 
Gas and oil 


Mary Parmelee salary 
supplement 


Petty expenditures by 
Mary Parmelee 


Other transportation ex- 


$1,792.68 
MISCELLANEOUS 


Expense to committees... 
Printin 

A. L. A. chapter dues.... 
Miscellaneous 


STATE MEETING AT CEDAR RAPIDS 


Exhibit space at meeting..$ 49.95 
Speakers at meeting 682.50 


$2,732.71 
788.44 


$3,521.15 


Balance on hand October 31, 1951 
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Township Contest for Free Library 
Service 

The board of trustees of the Indianola 
Public Library, in accordance with the 
suggestion offered by the County Li- 
brary Committee of the Iowa Library 
Association, voted to offer free library 
service to one township in Warren 
county. After a conference with the 
county agent of the Farm Bureau it was 
thought best to give every township 
equal opportunity, so it was agreed that 
the township which should send in the 
greatest number of requests would be 
the fortunate one. 

About 100 letters were sent to farm 
bureau leaders requesting them to tell 
their neighbors of the offer. The county 
papers were used as the medium for the 
real publicity. Announcements were 
made at all township meetings. Great 
rivalry between two of the townships 
was watched with eagerness by all. At 
three o’clock on the last day of the con- 
test these two townships were ‘‘tied’’ 
with no others at very ‘‘close range.’’ 
But at four o’clock a ‘‘dark horse’’ en- 
tered and deposited seventy-five ‘‘ votes,’’ 
which spelled ‘‘victory’’ for . Liberty 
township. 

In this particular township there were 
no library borrowers so it all came as 
quite a surprise to us. However, the 
first people who came from the township 
to sign the request we knew meant 
**business.’’ They told us how badly 
they needed the service and what it 
would mean to them and we are begin- 
ning to believe from the number who 
have since come to get books that they 
intend to use the service. 

Just one week has elapsed since the 
service was open to the township but we 
are more than pleased with the results. 
No books are being sent to schools but 
each family is entitled to a card. The 
neighbors are now doing community 
shopping for ‘‘books’’ as well as for 
** groceries, ’’ 

The response from the county was 209. 
The townships in the remote corners of 
the county did not respond for Indianola 
is not their trading center. 

Mary E. McCoy, Librarian, 


Public Library, Indianola. 
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Roll Call of the Undefeated 


An Account of Recent Publicity in 
Libraries 


ee. 


The depression, though it is making 
Iowa librarians work as never before, 
leaves them undepressed. A recent sup 
vey of publicity in the state shows that 
excellent constructive work is being done 
in many places. 

The purpose of this article is to 
together all our best ideas, so that 
may be used in other places, and adapted 
to new situations as need arises. The 
material contained in it was 
from each district with the aid of a dis 
trict publicity chairman. Librarians 
will be asked for another report on June 
first, covering the work of the next three 
months. 

Newspaper publicity is used by. prac 
tically every library in the state, al 
sorts of ways, and with varying 
of suecess. Of the clipping sent in, 
ford’s had the best appearance, from a 
typographical standpoint. The editor 
had arranged the list of new books in 
an especially attractive way. The mae 
terial sent from Dubuque was very read- 
able and interesting from a ra hea 
of view. Hamburg has solved the 
licity problem by putting the loeal 
tor on the library toard. The “hie 
of newspaper publicity are 
Some libraries are seeking to attract ab 
tention to their older books, while others 
are enticing new borrowers by 
ing new titles. | 

Several libraries are working at te 
county problem through publicity m@ 
various ways. Indianola has just offered — 
library service free for six months 
the township which made the gr 
number of formal requests for it wit — 
a certain time. This contest gave rise 
a number of good newspaper stories. 

Cooperation with various groups 
most effective means of publicity. 1 
libraries reporting have worked thr 
and with the following organi 
Chamber of Commerce, Council 
and Clinton; Farm Bureau, Mt. ! 
ant; P. T. A’ s, Burlington, We 0 
and Garner; Art Associ ‘4 
Moines and Cedar Rapids; A. A. 
Ames; Hospitals, Sioux City, Bu 
ton and Hamburg; Campires 
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Clarion; Americanization Class, Ames; 
the local moving picture houses, Sioux 
City; National Advisory Committee on 
Radio and Education, Cedar Rapids, 
Ames, and Morning Side College; Na- 
tional Association of Book Publishers— 
“Books for Thinking America,’’ many 
libraries. 

The types of publicity used inside the 
library are not so new, but always good. 
Book bulletins advertising one or many 
books have been used to a great extent 
at Sioux City. Bulletin boards and spe- 
cial displays on tables are reported by 
many. Several libraries have ‘‘little 
theatres’’ built in bookshelves or other 
places, to encourage children to good 
reading. Those libraries which have win- 
dows available for display purposes are 
making the most of them. Sioux City 
has found mimeographed lists effective, 
probably because they are made gay and 
attractive with stylus pictures and are 
printed on colored paper. These lists are 
used especially in the children’s room. 
Readers’ advisory service has been more 
or less developed at Davenport, Ida 
Grove and Des Moines, while Morning- 
side College is making a specialty of 
helping to direct the students’ leisure 
reading. 

West Union makes it a point to men- 
tion the names of those who donate 
books or money to the library in their 
regular newspaper publicity. This is a 
particularly good suggestion for those 
who are not already doing it. 

Cedar Falls reports two story hours 
each Saturday morning, one for younger 
children and one for older, as a publicity 
activity, which it undoubtedly is. Glen- 
wood, Ames, Mason City, and doubtless 
many others hold regular story hours. 
There is no better way of getting and 
holding the interest of child borrowers. 

Clinton, Indianola, Rock Rapids and 
Storm Lake are featuring book talks at 
the library, with reviews given by the 
staff or by book-loving patrons. Des 
Moines is sponsoring a series of art lec- 
tures through its Art Department, to 

people to the library. 

Nevada feels that individual publicity, 
such as letters, phone calls, and the mak- 
ing of personal connections between 

and people is more effective than 
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grape-shot methods which may fail to 
reach the person most interested. Whit- 
ing and Sae City agree with that point 
of view, and in the smaller places there 
is no doubt that it surpasses other pub- 
licity methods. 

Among the most unusual things re- 
ported was Mason City’s ‘‘Little Writ- 
ers’ Club,’’ an organization sponsored 
by the library to encourage children to 
read and write creatively. 

Lamoni reports an unusual method of 
rousing the town’s interest while replen- 
ishing the book fund. The librarian 
found herself facing a serious book 
shortage. She solicited memberships in 
a number of book clubs, charging fifty 
cents for six months, putting each per- 
son in the club of his choice, according 
to subject. She has six clubs, averaging 
about 20 members each, and including 
biography, travel, fiction and religion. 
The books bought with the money are 
for book club members alone for six 
months, after which they are to become 
the property of the library, and the 
clubs will be reorganized. This is a very 
flexible plan which could be used, with 
modifications, in almost any library. 

Such are the gleanings of the first 
three months. The next report, since the 
librarians know how it will be used, will 
surely be even better, and will show that 
ingenuity is one thing which can flourish 
even better on increased burdens and re- 
duced appropriations. These are great 
days for the library profession. Let us 


make the most of them. 
The Publicity Committee of I. L. A. 
Lerua M. Davipson, Chairman, 
EveLYN SPENCER Bray, 
J. Sipney JOHNSON. 


Four Important Dates for Librarians 
to Remember 

April 25th-30th—A. L. A. Confer- 
ence, New Orleans. 

May 3rd-19th—District Meetings of 
the Iowa Library Association. 

July—Librarians’ Conference, Iowa 
City. 

October 12th-15th—Regional Meeting, 
Des Moines. 


The Librarian Worker’s Conference 
will be held, as has been done for sev- 
eral years past, during the summer ses- 
sion. The date will be announced later. 











What Are You Doing in Your County? 
Please Write 

Long ’ere this Quarterly reaches you, 
you will have had a letter of suggestions 
from the County Library Committee. 
The committee did not expect every li- 
brary to follow all the suggestions given, 
no, not at all, but it did think that cer- 
tainly there was at least one suggestion 
that each librarian could use. 

So far the chairman has had personal 
letters from two, Alice Story of Mar- 
shalltown, who told of the plans she ex- 
pected to use, and from Clarice J. Baird 
of Osceola, commenting favorably and 
wondering just what they could do. 

Word from Miss Robinson informs us 
that Miss Wieder is using the sugges- 
tions in a talk before the Women’s Club 
Federation. This is all most gratifying 
and we are appreciative of all this but 
WHERE are all the rest of you? WHAT 
are YOU doing? Maybe just as much 
as these others but we don’t know about 
it and really if you knew how much 
‘‘nep’’ we could give each other by 
keeping us in touch with your plans we 
know you would write some of us. 

Are your rural readers increasing in 
number and interest? Do please let us 


know and be ready to exchange ideas 
at least by the time of the district meet- 
ings. 

Only three months till school is closed 
and three more till it is opened again. 


ce 


Truly an inspiration for us to ‘‘get 
busy.’’ Let us hear soon. 
Yours for more rural readers, 
Mary E. McCoy, Chairman, 


County Library Committee. 





Can You Hear? 


As the District Meetings approach, the 
Secretary of the Library Commission is 
reminded of the many times when this 
has not been true. We trust that every- 
one expecting to attend a meeting, and 
especially the speakers, will resolve to 
make themselves heard by all. A meet- 
ing is much more interesting as well as 
restful when effort is not needed to hear 
a speaker, and this is not only a case of 
doing as you would be done by but of 
making yourself a more popular speaker. 


Enrichment of Adult Life 


If the question, ‘‘Are you doing @ 
thing in your library for adult 7 
tion?’’ were asked of the librarians 
of them would make a negative 
This perhaps is true of formal effort 
But we are glad to believe that much ig. 
being done in all libraries for the en 
richment of adult life. 


This is a broader term than adult edy- 
cation, for while adult education should 
enrich life, there is other reading, some 
times of a purely recreational ch 
which will bring enrichment and en 
largement of life. 

The nonfiction circulation pe 
might be taken as an indication of what 
libraries are doing in this direction, but 
this is not a sure indication as there is 
some fiction such as ‘‘Good Earth”’ and 
‘‘Shadows on the Rock,’’ and other 
novels which add more to the enlarge 
ment of life than some nonfiction. 


A librarian who is not a reader and 
whose vision of her duties does not go 
beyond the handing out of books asked 
for, will add little to the enrichment of 
life in her community. But a librarian 
who knows by personal experience what 
books ean do in enlarging the horizon 
and making life more worth living will 
wish to share this with others and be 
ready to recommend books which will do 
this ‘thing. 

There exists in the state a state com 
mission for the Enrichment of Adult 
Life, a branch of a national commission 
A Planning Committee has been ap 
pointed from the larger commission ne 
the survey of the work being done 
the various organizations included. 
braries are represented on the P 
Committee by the Secretary of the l 
brary Commission, and Mr. Pye, ¢ 
man of that committee, feels that b 
braries do make and may make the larg 
est contribution in this direction. 

While the indirect method pea 
ways be followed, attempts to 
definite reading along the lines of 
education should be maintained. Att 
present time the A. L. A. list of “TE 
for Thinking America’’ furnishes a gt 
list with which to begin. Books tl 
list, or on the subjects included 
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library has, should be placed on display 
and called to the attention of readers. 
It might, perhaps, also be well to 
forward a few general books such as 
Canfield’s ‘‘Why Stop Learning?’’, 
Dimnet’s ‘‘Art of Thinking,’’ Martin’s 
“Meaning of a Liberal Education,’’ 
Robinson ’s ‘‘ Mind in the Making,’’ and 
Wiggam’s ‘‘Marks of an Educated 


Man.”’ 





Join the A. L. A—A New Reason for 
Doing So 

The Secretary of the Library Commis- 
sion has been asked frequently, in mak- 
ing library visits this year, what library 
publication might take the place of Li- 
braries which has been discontinued. 

Her answer has been Join the Ameri- 
ean Library Association and receive the 
A. L. A. Bulletin which will give much 
good reading matter on library subjects. 
Every library should be a member of the 
American Library Association and this 
is an additional reason. 

The annual library membership in the 
American Library Association, which 


entitles them to receive the A. DL. A. 
Bulletin, the Handbook, and Proceed- 
ings is $5.00. 


Individual membership, 
including the same publications, is $3.00. 

Each librarian in the state should be a 
member of the American Library Asso- 
ciation if the library is not a member, 
and perhaps many of us should be mem- 
bers whether the library is or not, as 
we will wish to preserve the publications. 


Where to Borrow What 


That there might be an understanding 
between the various libraries supported 
by the state, a meeting was held in Feb- 
ruary, 1931, attended by representatives 
of the libraries and the Extension -Divi- 
sions of the State University of Iowa 
and Iowa State College, and the Iowa 
Library Commission. 

The following division of loans, agreed 
upon at that time, may be useful to li- 
brarians wishing to borrow outside ma- 
terial. The State Library being a Refer- 
ence Library of course loans no books. 


Loans to schools and debating teams to be 
supplied by the Iowa Library Commission, 


Loans to Women’s Clubs to be supplied by 
the Library Commission. 


203 


General Loans to individuals. This to be 
done by the Library Commission and not by 
the State University or the State College 
Library exeept such technical material as is 
available in these libraries. 


Radio Clubs. It is believed that the Radio 
Book Clubs are designed to supplement rather 
than duplicate existing library agencies. 
They should tend to stimulate good reading 
and increase the use of books and public 
libraries in Iowa. Reference should be made 
from time to time over the radio to the 
facilities of public libraries and the Library 
Commission in the supply of books. 





Two Helpful Publications 

Two publications have recently been 
issued which will be useful to the libra- 
ries of the state. One is Iowa’s Indus- 
trial Survey, published by the state, but 
distributed by Mr. Frank D. Paine, 
Station A, Ames, Iowa. 

This is a collection of agricultural and 
industrial statistics and of the natural 
resources of the state. 

Copies will be sent to libraries in the 
state with additional copies in some cases 
for branches. If use can be made of 
further copies requests may be made to 
Mr. Paine at the above address. The 
edition is limited and no more copies 
should be asked for than are needed. 

The second publication is a pamphlet, 
**Insure for the Future,’’ issued by the 
Iowa State Teachers’ Association, giving 
‘*Facts and Figures About Iowa 
Schools.”’ 

A copy has probably been sent to all 
the libraries of the state. If you have 
not received one send for it as you will 
find much there of interest. 

The paragraph regarding the libraries 
of the state we think will bear repeating 
in the Quarterly. 

‘*As significant changes have taken place 
in the spiritual life of our people, the public 
library has become as necessary to our mod- 
ern life as electric lights and telephone. In 
1900 there were 48 free public libraries with- 
in the boundaries of this commonwealth. 
Today there are 174 and many others that 
are financed through subscriptions or private 
enterprise. 

‘*The per capita circulation of free public 
library books in 1900 was .38. While the per 
eapita circulation of free publie library books 
in 1930 according to the last library report 
was 3.59 or an increase of 900 per cent. It 
is interesting in this connection to note that 


the per capita national circulation of public 
library books is 2.22.’’ 





Black Silk for Grandmothers* 
By Letha Davidson, Librarian, Ames 


Grandmothers are not what they once 
were. No longer are they given black 
silk dresses and kept in the parlor on 
exhibition. No longer are they pointed 
out with pride when they walk abroad; 
no longer can they be distinguished by 
the ancient dignity of their costumes. 
The little black bonnet with an ostrich 
plume for winter and a velvet pansy for 
summer has gone forever. You cannot 
tell a grandmother by her looks any 
more. 


But here and there can still be found ’ 


a grandmother who exercises the author- 
ity due to her years and is able to ‘‘get 
away with it.’’ She does it without the 
help of a black silk dress—indeed she 
probably has the new silhouette and has 
kept that school girl complexion. But 
whenever she appears it is plain that a 
personage has entered the room. Her 
opinions command respect; the little 
grands and great grands crowd about 
her begging for stories and attentions 
of one sort and another; the middle 
sized grands ask her advice. And her 


position is altogether enviable. She is a 


grandmother of sorts. 

How did she do it? There must have 
been something worth while about her 
in the first place, ‘‘something to her’’ 
as we say; so naturally she is still in- 
teresting. In these days a grandmother 
has to earn her right to be a grand- 
mother. 

The grandmothers among the chil- 
dren’s books know all about that. They 
have earned their right to be respected. 
They have seen generations of children’s 
stories rise up, flourish, wear out and 
disappear. Only a few out of each gen- 
eration are alive enough and interesting 
enough to be replaced when they are 
worn out, and it is only natural that 
they should feel proud of themselves, 
when the children still crowd around 
them for stories, and the middle sized 
ones still come to them for advice about 
life’s perplexing problems. Also we can 
hardly blame them for sniffing at some 
of the newcomers, all dressed up in new 
titles and worn-out plots. The grand- 


*Read at the Des Moines District Meeting, April 
28, 1931. 


 . 


most to a day. or 

Three score and ten means nothing jp 
a library book, you know. Some of 
are much older than that. Take th 
Morte D’Arthur, or ‘“‘King Arthy 
stories’’ as we call them—a little mop 
than 450 years old. Aesop’s fables is — 
the prince of grandfathers. His years, 
dating from 70 B. C. give him a p 
of 2,001 years. And the children 
like him. 

Don Quixote is 305; Pilgrim’s Prog. 
ress will soon be 300; Robinson Crusoe 
is 210. Tom Bailey, the ‘‘bad boy” who 
was Thomas Bailey Aldrich is 63 with 
out a sign of rheumatism. Tom 
and Huck Finn are rather spry for all 
their 52 years; the Little Lame Pring 
is 57; Jim Hawkins, the cabin boy of 
Treasure Island is 44. Hans Brinker 
is 65, and skates as well as ever, 

But let us not forget the ladies. Meet 
Alice in Wonderland, aged 65. 
it was for her that Shakespeare wrote 
‘‘Age cannot wither her, nor custom 
stale her infinite variety.’’ - 

Does it seem possible that it was # 
years ago that Meg, Jo, Beth and Amy 
struggled through their adolescent 
years; that Jo sold her hair and “Beth 
did have the fever and was sicker than 
anybody but Hannah and the doctor 
suspected ?”’ 

Do you remember Little Snowflower 
in Granny’s Wonderful Chair? Sixty 
seven years ago she was created bya 
blind woman whose eyes never saw the 
crimson hose, the scarlet slippers, and 
the purple velvet mantle she 
so thrillingly. 

Even little Heidi whom every modem 
child adores, is 51, for Johanna Spytt 
wrote about her in 1880. 

These remarkable ancestors are 
of the rightful heritage of every ¢ 
and it is up to us to see that the me 
titles do not keep the children away 
from the trusty, tried and true that Ww 
have been talking about. Go into ay 
children’s room and let your eyé pi 
out the attractive books. Then ¢ 
the titles that did the loudest 
Nine times out of ten they will 
not more than two or three years @ 

Now hunt for the old favorites 


mothers can foretell their downfall 3 
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see how they look. Too often they will 
be rubbed and bumped and dingy and 
dirty, instead of bright, clean, new look- 
ing. They do get dreadfully hard wear, 
but they are entitled to a respectable old 
age. They have earned their black silk 
dresses (or their excellent illustrated 
editions, which comes to the same thing) 
and they should not be cheated. If they 
are left shabby looking and neglected 
they will stand on the shelves while the 
children read their newer sisters which 
are not half so good. So I make a plea 
for these grandmothers, that they shall 
have positions of honor in our children’s 
rooms, and clothes to match. 





Library Section 
Iowa State Teachers’ Association 


Lack of space in the Quartely has pre- 
vented the inclusion of reports of this 
section for the past two years. That 
there may be a continuous record of the 
meetings, programs for 1929 and 1930 
are given below with officers for the re- 
spective years, and a brief report of the 
meeting for 1931. 


1929-——-President—Irvin H. Schmitt, Sac City. 
Seecretary—Grace Campbell, Des Moines. 


First session 
**Books, Their Selection’’—Letha David- 
son, Librarian, Public Library, Ames 
**Equipment ’’—Catherine Cruikshank, 
High School Librarian, Fort Dodge 
‘‘Competent Librarians’’—Janet Aire, Su- 
pervisor of the School Libraries, Cedar 
Rapids 
Second session 
Address—W. Wilbur Hatfield, Chicago Nor- 
mal College 
“‘Report on the Activities of the Iowa 
Pupils’ Reading Cirele’’—Charles F. 
Pye, Secretary 
“Sehool Library Legislation’’—Julia A. 
Robinson, Executive Secretary, Iowa Li- 
brary Commission ; 
1930—President—Nelle Martin, Cedar Rapids. 
Secretary—Catherine Cruikshank, Fort 
Dodge 
First session 
“Increasing Popularity of the High School 
Library’’—Florenee Oslund, Librarian, 
Roosevelt High School, Des Moines 
‘Correlation of the Library and the Eng- 
lish Department ’’—Hazelle Harper, Eng- 
«lish, Roosevelt Junior High, Cedar Rapids 
Magazines for Junior High Sehool’’— 
Kate Donovan, Librarian, Warren Hard- 
ht Junior High, Des Moines 
New Books for Children’’—Carol Me- 
Dermott, Children’s Librarian, Des 
Moines Publie Library 
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Second session . 

‘*How to Inerease the Efficiency of the 

High School Library’’—Ida Griebling, 
Librarian, Junior High School, Newton 
**Devices for Increasing the Voluntary 
Reading’’—-Ruth Schmickle, Librarian, 

Grant High School, Cedar Rapids 

‘*Methods of Publicity in High School Li- 
brary’’—Mrs. Lura C. Long, Librarian, 
North High School, Des Moines 

‘*Developing a Taste for Good Literature 
in Our School Children’’—Myrta Ellen 
Harlow, Dean, Albia Junior College, 
Albia 

1931—President—Ida Griebling, Newton. 

Secretary—Ruth Schmickle, Cedar Rapids. 
Only one session was held. 

The first paper was given by Margaret 
Liddle, Librarian of Emerson Hough 
School, Newton. Miss Liddle’s subject 
‘*Library Activities in the Platoon 
School’’ was treated under the headings 
of The Library as an activity for pupils, 
Creating library habits, The library as 
an aid to other activities, and The use 
of the library in promoting individual 
differences, the objective of all effort 
being the promotion of the wise use of 
leisure and a wide reading background. 

Carrie O. Larson, Librarian, East 
High School, Des Moines, spoke on 
‘*What are we doing toward making the 
school library a real contribution to the 
eause of education ?’’ 

Gertrude Duke, Librarian, High 
School, Ottumwa, spoke on ‘‘ Multiple 
Uses of Current Material in the High 
School,’’ mentioning the various contri- 
butions which each department might 
make to the library. 

Judith Overby, Librarian, High 
School, Mason City, talked on ‘‘Some 
Problems in School Library Manage- 
ment,’’ indicating the financial probiem, 
the need of proper equipment, the ad- 
ministrative, which ineluded book selec- 
tion, and routine preparation, and vari- 
ous matters which come under books. 
Diseussions followed each paper. 

The officers elected for 1932 were 
Gertrude Duke, Ottumwa, President, 
and Judith Overby, Mason City, Secre- 
tary. 


The Annals of the American Academy 
of Political and Social Science 

An inquiry was recently received from 

the editor of the Annals as to the value 

and use made of this publication in ref- 

erence work. The Secretary of the Li- 
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brary Commission was glad to reply 
that it was used in debate work with 
high schools, in furnishing material for 
the preparation of club papers, and with 
high school classes for material on soci- 
ology subjects. 

Miss Aten, once librarian of a small 
library, believes that the Annals would 
be found very useful in the smaller li- 
braries in the same manner. The Li- 
brary Commission will be glad to give 
information as to address and price of 
subseription upon inquiry. 


Iowa Authors 

New book lists include the following 
Iowa authors: 

Dutton, C. J.—Poison unknown. 
Dodd. $2.00. Another mystery story 
to Mr. Dutton’s credit (to be published 
April 8th). 

Dutton, C. J.—Samaritans of Mola- 
kai. Dodd. $3.00. Contains valuable 
information regarding leprosy and 
Father Damien and Brother Joseph. 

Kantor, MeKinley—The jaybird. 
Coward-McCann. $2.00. Not only an 
Iowa author but the setting is an Iowa 
town. 

Le Cron and McElroy—How to be a 
elub woman. Appleton. $1.50. A 





useful book in a library. 





Library Traditions 

The time comes in the history of all 
good libraries when it wishes to cele- 
brate its 25th or 20th anniversary 
There is a great stir to assemble pictures 
which show the development of the li- 
brary and pictures of former librarians 
and trustees. There is a long hunt 
among old annual reports to find state- 
ments of milestones in library’s prog- 
ress. 

If an individual trustee wishes to 
make a very personal contribution to 
his library the assembling of such ma- 
terial and the writing of a history of 
the library will be a valuable gift. Such 
an undertaking will take a great deal 
more time than trustees would imagine, 
but it will lead to all sorts of interesting 
connections with the old families of the 
community, and in all likelihood to 
memorial gifts. 

By the way, have you, as a good 
trustee, interested in the collection of 


historical material, given your omp 
photograph to the librarian for 4 
library’s historical files? 


—aylord’s Trionglag | 


Summer Library School 

The annual meeting of the Towa Li 
brary Summer School Society wag 
at the Montrose Hotel, ‘Wediaday. Oe 
tober 7th, at 6:30 with 33 me 
present, the president, Mrs. Velma Har 
low, presiding. 

The minutes of the previous meeting 
were read and approved. The 
of the treasurer was read and a 

Miss Felsenthal, acting for Miss 
inson, gave the report for the Scholar. 
ship Committee. No applications for 
a scholarship had been made. 

The nominating committee presented 
the following names for officers for the 


coming year: 
President—Mrs. Lillian Hays, Centerville 
Vice President—Elizabeth Walpole, Storm 


Lake * 

Secretary-Treasurer—Mrs. Mary J, Bow. 
man, Clear Lake 

It was moved and carried that the 
nomination be accepted as an election. 

Miss Felsenthal, in a very im 
ing manner, spoke of the growth @ 
dev elopment of the Iowa Library & 
mer School. 

It was voted that the next p 
appoint a committee to inv estigate 
report at the next school meeting, 
advisability of having a member of 
Iowa Summer School staff serve ont 
loan committee. “4 


The meeting adjourned. ae 
(Signed) Laura ocretll a 





oe 





Book Clubs 

A report has come from one of i 
libraries that a certain book i 
sent a set of its books to the lib 
bill though no order for such 
been given. 

This is high-powered salesman 
the Seeretary of the Library Commis 
would like to know of other cases 
kind in the state, if any have ¢ 

Librarians are warned that the @ 
to do in such cases is to refuse to 
the books from the express ¢¢ 
thus compelling the company to? 
the books at the expense of the 
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Library News of the State 








Akron—Mrs. W. J. Davidson has been ap- 

inted to the library board to take the place 
of Mrs. Paul Wendt, who resigned to become 
librarian. 

Alden—The library building and books 
were recently seriously damaged by a furnace 
explosion which would have destroyed the 
building and contents had it not been dis- 
covered immediately. 

Belle Plaine—The new library building, the 
gift of Samuel B. Hart, was dedicated on 
January 5th. Mrs. S. Wertheim presided. A 
history of the library in Belle Plaine was 
given by Addy Firkins, a member of the 
board since its beginning. Ed Brown gave 
a sketch of Mr. Hart, donor of the building, 
and a former resident of Belle Plaine. Brief 
addresses were made by the former and pres- 
ent presidents of the school board and others. 
The St. Cecelia Club furnished music and 
Miss Robinson, Secretary of the Library 
Commission, spoke on ‘‘The value of a li- 
brary to a community.’’ 

This library is in the unique position of 
having a building but no tax for its support. 
The deficiency will be remedied, we hope, as 
soon as conditions make it possible. 

Creston—Harry Coen has been named as 
member of the library board to succeed 
George A. Johnson, who resigned because of 
appointment as judge of the district. Earl 
Recknor is to succeed Rev. Stephen Wise, who 
has removed from Creston. 

Denison—Rev. William Frese has been ap- 
pointed a member of the library board to fill 
the vacancy caused by the death of Albert 
Helsley. 

Des Moines—Library Club—At the Febru- 
ary meeting of the club Rev. James Brett 
McKenna, minister of the First Methodist 
Church, entertained the elub with a program 
of ‘‘Southern Readings and Melodies.’’ 

On March 2nd the club was the guest of 
the Public Library staff with a program of 
two plays, after which refreshments were 
serv’ 

DeWitt—Mrs. Walter Schroeder has been 
appointed a member of the library board to 
fill the vacancy caused by the death of Mrs. 
Bourne. 

Emmetsburg—A rental shelf has been in- 
stalled te include new fiction and pular 
nonfiction which the library cannot otherwise 
afford to buy. 

_Humboldt—Beeause of removal from the 
tity, Mrs. T. G. White has resigned her mem- 

1p on the library board. Mrs. Grace 
er has been appointed to fill the vaeancy. 
Mrs. White has been a member of the board 
mince 1927 and has given interested and 
l service, and her resignation is much 
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Harlan—A furnace explosion recently put 
a eoat of black soot on the contents of the 
publie library. 

Ida Grove—Mrs. ©. W. Sankey has been 
appointed a member of the library board to 
fill the place of Mrs. R. E. Lipton, who has 
resigned. 

Iowa City—Library Club—Professor Erick 
Funke addressed the February meeting of the 
club on the subject of ‘‘German Education.’’ 


Iowa City—State University of Iowa—On 
February ist Grace Wormer, assistant li- 
brarian, was appointed acting director. Clara 
Hinton, Wisconsin Library School, 1925, first 
assistant in the order department, will serve 
as acting superintendent of that department 
while Miss Worder is acting director of li- 
braries. Emily Nixon, University of Michi- 
gan, 1931, joined the staff as cataloger in 
January. Louise Adeock, University of Illi- 
nois, 1931, joined the staff on February Ist 
in a temporary position as order assistant. 
In February, Arlot Olson, Western Reserve 
University, 1931, became a member of the 
staff in a temporary position as order assist- 
ant. Grace Amundson, University of Minne- 
sota, 1930, assistant in the order department, 
was married to Archibald R. Buchanan of 
Iowa City on August 1, 1931. Mrs. Buchanan 
is continuing her library work. 

Keokuk—The library has been greatly im- 
proved by the installation of a steel balcony, 
steel shelving, and redecoration of the library 
rooms, 

Pocahontas—An ordinance has been passed 
by the city council, providing for the estab- 
lishment of a library, the levy of a tax for 
its support, and the appointment of a library 
board. 

Storm Lake—Buena Vista College—Flor- 
ence McFadden, librarian of the college for 
the past four and one-half years, was married 
on February 6th to Paul Edwards. Mrs. 
Edwards will continue her library work. 





Gifts" 

Clarinda—The Clarinda Public Library has 
received $500.00 from the estate of the late 
William Orr, a member of the library board 
for many years. The principal is to be in- 
vested and the interest used for the purchase 
of books. 

Creston—Mr. and Mrs. Homer F. Harsh 
have given $200.00 to the Creston Public Li- 
brary for the purchase of books in mem- 
ory of their son, Franklin, who died a few 
years . 
The Creston library has also received from 
Mrs. Frank Phillips a picture of her mother, 
the late Matilda J. Gibson, in whose memory 
the library building was erected by Mrs. 


Phillips. 

Graceland College has received a donation 
of 2,000 books from Frederick M. Smith from 
his own collection and the memoria] library 
of his wife, Ruth Lyman Smith. Mrs. Smith 
was the first instructor in speech in Grace- 
land College and Mr. Smith was Graceland’s 
first graduate. 








- ‘ r oS aa : . - 3 * 
Bis ot oo — - - : 
: Edenh ~» Sig Teh ee eer am e. 
- yg eee Aes peed i ‘ i r y 4 ere oikeereie lies . a 


2 


» ka ras 
ee oe 


Monticello—The library has received a gift 
of $50.00 from William McCannon of Wash- 
ington, D. C., a former Monticello man. 


Morningside College is making a call for 
books and money for the purchase of books 
from alumni as gifts on the 40th anniversary 


of the college. 


Odebolt library has received $100 by the 
will of the late Mrs. Helsell. 





Deaths 


Florence Griffith, librarian of the Rockwell 
City Public Library, was instantly killed on 
February 25th in an automobile crash at 
Columbus, Indiana, where she was visiting 
friends. 

Miss Griffith was a graduate of Linden- 
wood College at St. Charles, Missouri, and 
attended a summer library school in Colorado. 
She had been librarian of the Rockwell City 
Public Library for the past two years. 

Miss Griffith was an efficient librarian, in 
love with her work, and gave promise of 
advancement in the library profession with 
further training. She was greatly beloved 
and her death is keenly felt in the com- 
munity. 


Mrs. R. L. Bourne, a member of the DeWitt 
Library board, died during December but 
notice was received too late for inclusion in 
the last number of the Quarterly. Mrs. Bourne 
was first appointed a member of the library 
board by her father, who was mayor at the 
time of the erection of the library building, 
and has served continuously on the board 
since that time. She was interested in all 
that pertained to the library. 


Mrs. Laura Hudson Creighton, who served 
as state librarian under appointment by 
Governor Jackson, recentiy died in California, 
where she has resided for a number of years. 


Mrs. W. A. Helsell, 2 member of the Ode- 
bolt library board for many years, died at 
her home during January. The following 
resolution was passed by the board: 

**The Odebolt public library has been the 
beneficiary of Mrs. Helsell’s fostering inter- 
ests since its establishment in 1898. She was 
instrumental in its organization and has al- 
ways maintained a keen personal interest in 
its progress. She was a member of the first 
board of trustees, and has continued in her 
trusteeship until failing health foreed her 
resignation October 19, 1931. For many years 
she served in the capacity of president of 
the board. She was alert and far seeing in 
her proposals and furtherance of suggestions 
for the progress of library interests. Her loss 
to the library is irreparable.’’ 


Albert Helsley, a member of the Denison 
Library board for a number of years, died 
early in January. The other members of the 
board always found him a wise counselor, 
ever careful of his faithful performance of 
his duties as a public servant. 


Mrs. J. H. Henneberry, 2 member of the 


le Grove Library board since 
bruary 22nd. 

°" She was a faithful worker and wag 
much interested in every phase of the 
work. She had a wide acquaintance 
librarians and trustees throughout 
as she was a regular attendant at the 
and state meetings of the Iowa 
Association. 


The members of the library board 


librarian mourn the loss of a 
helper. 


Watson died in December, wai 
tice of her death was inadvertently 
from the last number of the 


Miss Watson was a charter member of th 
old Emmetsburg Library Association cme 
on the committee for draftin 
tion and by-laws in 1901. fae scnal 
the original book committee which ail 
the first books for the library and was ap 
pointed as one of the first trustees, 
that time Miss Watson has been one of 
board’s most active and hard we 
bers and she served on the book 
for many years. For many years she § 
also secretary of the board. Her i 
has been far reaching as those who 





with her realize, and the good work she hi ) 


done will live long in the lives of the 


of the community. eS 


Sarah ©. N. Bogle, assistant ae * 
the American ee Association, a 
ork, on Januny 2 lt, 


White Plains, New 
after an illness of several months, 

Miss Bogle was widely known as ane 
the leading librarians in the United 
her chief contribution to the profession b 
in the field of children’s work and 
for librarianship. 

Iowa librarians will remember Miss 
presence at the Fort Dodge meeting in 
when she spoke on ‘‘ European Im 

Melvil Dewey, inventor of the decimal 
classification system so widely used in 
braries, died late in December in his Sit 
year. Mr. Dewey was chief ieee 
professor of Library Economics at 
University from 1883 to 1888 and later 


tor of the New York State Library. gst 


Mrs. Grace BR. McClelland, librarian of # 


Rockwell Library, died on February 2 ~ 


Mrs. MeClelland has been largely 
for the maintenance of the lib 


years and her death will be a 


library interests of the town. 

Mrs. Belle H. True, librarian of 
bine Public Library for several 
to 1923, died February 17th. 





Correction 
An error was made in the per ¢ 
of the Hampton Public Library, p 
in the last Quarterly, which 
17 instead of 14 as printed. 
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